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GAL. iv. 18. 


* 4 Is wh to be neabah ofa f 
always in a good Thi ng. 


E AL, unleſs in a bad Cauſe, Gr 
ing to be out. of Faſhion in theſe 
Times; He may be thought very 
ſingular and abſurd, who ſhall 
ſay any thing in Commendation, or e- 
ven in Defence, of ſo deſpiſed, and dif 
countenanced a Quality. The Enemys of 
Religion, while they ſhew the utmoſt 
Zeal againſt God, treat it with Scorn and 
Deteſtation when it is exerted or him. 
According to them, the Teal of an Infi- 
del is laudable, and glorious; but the Zeal 
of a Chriſtian is Folly, or Knavery, org 
Mixture of Both. So that, it ſeems, the very 
Reverſe of theApoſtle's Dodrine i in my Text 
is the. real Truth: It is nor good to be 
Sealouſiy affetted i in a good thing; but it 
is good to be ſo in an ill thing. And here 
they bring all the Examples of a miſchie- 
vous Frenzy in a falſe Religion that they 
can muſter together from Paganiſm, Popery, 
a Proteſtant W Dh or Fanaticiim ; ; 
nd 


anq apply them to abuſe Chriſtians, and 
Chriſtianity. Upon which Occaſion That 
famous Verſe of an ancient Atheiſt,” and 
juſt as wiſe a Philoſopher as themſelves, 
Tantum Relligio potuit ſuadere malorum, 
ſeldom fails to be quoted with much Pomp: 
An Authority which, no doubt, muſt be 
of great Weight againſt Chriſt, and St. 
Paul. As if, becauſe a Pagan, Popiſh, or 
Fanatic Zeal is irrational, ſuperſtitious, 
cruel, bloody, Sc. therefore a truly Chri- 
ſtian one muſt needs be the ſame; when all 
the World too knows that it is the Contrary. 
Beſides Theſe who are Themſelves zea- 
lous in their own way, and condemn- Us 
for being ſo in Ours, there are Others 
who are indeed far from it in Theirs, and 
declare againſt it in Any. Of theſe Some, 
tis plain enough, have 1 Deſigns againſt 
Religion; and fo endeavour to bring Re- 
ligious Fer vour into Diſrepute. Others do 
the ſame, either for Want of being hearty, 
and ſincere in it's Cauſe ; or upon miſtak- 
- .en Notions ; or to flatter their own natural 
Coldueſs, or, it may be, Cowardiſe, which 
they miſcal Temper, and Moderation. 
Ila Theſe Men's Account, Zeal is but ano- 
ther Word for Weakneſs, or Folly; and 
Raſhneſs, Indiſcretion, and Want of Judg- 
ment, are neceſſarily included in it's Defi- 
nition. That of the Apoſtle of my Text 
in another place, I hear them Record, that 
they have a Zeal of God; but not ac- 
N 75: TELE HEH 2 Cor 
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oriter fo Nen ES x. 2. is s per- 


petually cited by Them; as it ſhall in its 
proper place be conſider d by Us. At pre- 
ſent, I ſay it appears but reaſonable, that 
Leal in God's Cauſe ſhould at leaſt be 
tolerated; ſince Zeal in Satan's is ſocalmly 
overlook'd by ſome, and fo notariou ty en- 
couraged by others. | 

In the Words of the Text we nally 
conſider 


Firſt, The Quality itſelf here ſpoken of; 
To be zcalouſly affetied. : 


Secondly, TheOhjee? of 15 "Tb good thing. 
| Third) ly, The Time of it; _ Aways. 


Fourthly, The character, and Pro- 
perty of it; It is good. 


| And all Theſe will of Courſe ns 


according to the Method I ſhall purſue. 


Which ſhall be, to proceed by way of 


Stating, Proving, and e Or by 


W 08 


4 The Nature of Zeal in BENS f an | 


of a true Chriſtian Leal in particular. 


II. The Truth of Mu Apoſtle 8 e | 


fr tion in the Text; That a true Chriſtian 


$. wi ths Zeal 


745 | 
Teal is highly Commendable and Preiſe | 
worthy. : 


= 4 WE By "IM Rules even true Teal is 
to be regulated; that it may not ſeem to 
degenerate into falſe. | 
I. For the Firſt of theſe; the Word, by 
it's Derivation, is well known to denote: 
Fervour, Earneſineſs, or Vehemence. And- 


.., Leal in General we may define to be a 


hearty, warm, affettionate Concern for a 
Perſon, or Thing. It is founded in the 
Paſſion of Love; and is a Conſequent, 
or Expreſſion of That Paſſion. It dif- 
covers itſelf chiefly in, Auger, and Grief; 
more eſpecially the former : when any 
thing is ſaid, or done, to the Diſho- 
nour, or Detriment of the Thing, or Perſon 
loved. In the Holy. Scriptures, according 
to our Verſion, Jealouſy is often put for 
Zeal: As indeed in the original Lan- 


_ - guage of the Old Teſtament, the Word for 


both is the ſame; and in the two other 
learned Languages almoſt the ſame. Thus 
the great Prophet Elijah; I have been ve 
jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts: For the 
Children of 1ſrael have forſaken thy Cove- 
nant, thrown down thine Altars, and ſlain 
_ thy Prophets * with the Sword, Sc. 1 Kings 
xXix. 10, 14 Which fu ſuggeſts the next 


Conſideration ; that Teal, as the Word is 
generally uſed, relates principally to 'God 
and hs Fer vice; - and has an Idea of Reli- 

gion 


1 


gion annex d to it. And This Zeal is ei- 
ther true, rational, and judicious; or falſe, 
erroneous, and mi 19 The latter is 


That which the poſtle calls a Zeal of 
God. but not according to Knowledge; in 
the Text above cited. And how much 
there has been, and ſtill is, of it, and what 
infinite Miſchief has been a by it, is 
ſufficiently known. In the ' O/4 Teſta- 
ment, Saul ſlew the Gibeonites in his Leal, 


and in the New another Saul perſecuted the - - 


Diſciples of Jeſus in hic. The Zeal of Both 
was erroneous, and miſguided. And it would 
be endleſs to give particular Inſtances of 
this in different Ages, and Countrys. 
HFere it js to be obſerved that many 
Men acting furiou , and inbumanely, pre- 
tend a Zeal for Religion which they really 
have not. They have not ſo much as a 
wrong and erroneous Leal; but are profane 
 Hypocrites and Difſemblers : Under Pretext 
of a mighty Concern for God's Glory, in- 
dulging their Pride, Covetouſneſs, Malice, 
and Revenge, or at beſt their headſtrong 
and angoyern'd Paſſions. But for a true, 
and right Religious Zeal, which is the 
direct and immediate Subject of our pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe; we ſhall give the beſt Ac- 
count of it, by delineating the Character 
= Perſon who has it; ſhewing how he 
is affected, and the Way y, and Manner of. 
his Proceeding. I ſay, how he is affected, 
and the Way and Manner of his Proceed= 


ing: 


ing: For as to the Matter and Subſtance, 
Another may agree with him, who yet is 
ver little Zealous, or perhaps not at all. 
le is nicely jealous for the Glory of God; 
has a quick and tender Senſe, or Feeling, 
of every thing that tends to the Honour, 
or Diſhonour of him, His Heart glows 
in his Breaſt, with Joy for the one; and 
_ © with Grief, Anger and Indignation againſt 
the other, He can truly apply to Himſelf 
' thoſe Words of the bleſſed Pſalmiſt; Ri- 
= vers of Waters run down mine Eyes, be- 
— cauſe Men keep not thy Law. Pl. cxix. 136. 
And in another Place; Do I not hate them. 
that hate thee * And am I not grieved at 
thoſe that riſe up againſt thee? Tea I 
ate them right. ſore, even as though they 
were mine Enemys. Pl. cxxxix. 21, 22. 
. Meaning by Hatred not ill Will to their 
' Perſons (for He has the greateſt good Will 
to all Mankind; otherwiſe he would offend 
againſt the Precepts of that very Religion 
for which he is zealous) but Animoſity 
againſt their Behaviour, Qualities, Princi- 
ples, and Practiſes, and a perfect Abhor- 
rence and Deteſtation of them ; And this 
too be their Numbers, or their Quality 
never ſo great. Not to mention the groſſer 
3 Immoralities, as Fornication, Adultery, and 
1 the Like: He cannot without Emotion, 
and Expreſſions of Sorrow and Reſentment 
hear People ſwear, and curſe, or any Way 
talk profanely, or obſcenely ; nor ſee them 
FS | gaze 


, 
( 


| {77 
gaze . and laugh, and whiſper, and 
ſometimes talk aloud in the Time of Divine 

Service; or in the Houſe of God, tho' be- 
fore Divine Service is begun, or in thePauſes Z 
and Intervals of it. Nor can he endure to 
ſee the ungodly Poſtures of Some in their 
Prayers (if indeed they do at all pray) at 
Church, or elſewhere. 

If he be a Magiſtrate, or any Way inveſted 
with publick Authority, whether in a higher, 
or lower Station, whether Civil, or Eccleſt 

aſtical; he is active and vigorous in the Ex- 
ecut ion of the Laus: Whatever ſome over- 
wiſe Perſons may ſeem to imagine; in his O- 
pinion, Laws, if they are not put in Execu- 
tion, are of no more uſe, than a Sword hid- 
den in it's Scabbard, as Gicero ſpeaks; Ha- 
bemus (ſays that great Orator, Lawyer, 

| Philoſopher, and Stateſman) Senatus con 11 
tum; veruntamen incluſum in tabulis, tan- 
guam gladium in vagina reconditum; com- 
plaining of the Non- execution of the Law a- 
gainſt the Diſturbers of the publick Peace, 
and Enemys of the Commonwealth. This 
| wiſe, great, and good Man, by the Way, 
was thoroughly zealous; if ever Man was. 
As for Conſequences ; our zealous Perſon in 
Authority confiders that he is to account 
| only for his own Actions; Conſequences - 
are in God's Hand, not in His. Prudence 

„indeed is to be ied as.to the Circumſtances 

F of the Thing, the Execution of Laus; 

C | Lf de to n, or r Jay aſico, the 
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1 
Thing itſelf, is, in his Judgment, not 
Prudence; but great Indiſcretion, or ſome- 
thing worſe. Neither does the Pretence 
of Religion in the Perſons obnoxious, nor 
their Outcry of Perſecution in the leaſt 
move him: Notwithſtanding That Pre- 
| tence, and That Outery ; if their Actions, 
publick and viſible to all the World, are 
. contrary to the Laws of God, and Man, 
or even to the Laws of Man only, whether 
in Church, or State, or Both; he thinks 
they ought to be puniſh'd; and the Miſ- 
_chiefs like to enſue to be prevented in the 
Beginning, or at leaſt to be ftop'd in their 
Progreſs, But to return to private and 
common Life, wagon $i Io 
In diſputing with the Infidel Apoſ- 
tates from Chriſtianity doing theit utmoſt 
Endea vours to deſtroy it, he is apt to mix, 
and generally does mix, ſome Sharpneſs 
and Severity with his Reaſonings ; it being 
his Opinion that ſuch publick Nuiſances, 
- .Jach common Enemys to Mankind, ſuch 
Peſts of human Society, and Murderers of 
Souls ought to be expo, d, as well as au- 
ſwer'd; He judges a certain Piquancy of 
Stile is upon ſuch an Occaſion extremely 
proper; and thinks all the Writings of An. 
- tiquity cannot ſhew a more elegant Irony, 
a finer Piece of Sarcaſtical Wit, than that 
of the illuſtrious Prophet Elijah above- 
mentioned, zealous for the only true God, 
and with a holy Triumph inſulting his 
xo fy 95 Enemys, 


| Phetys, the idolatrous Worthippets, and 
Prophets of Baal. And it came to paſs at 


» "wit 
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Nvon that Elijah mock d them; and ſaid, 


_ ery aloud}; for He" is a God: Either he is 


ralking, br be is purſuing, or he is in 4 
Journey, or peradventure he ſterpeth, and 


muſt be awaked. 1 Kings xviii. 27. He has 
no Notion of defending God and Religion 


againſt the Blaſphemys and Infſolencys of 


their Adverſarys, with as much Unconcern 


as if he were arguing about the Philo- 
fopher's Stone, or the Squaring of the Cit= 
de. By the Way 
of mere Curioſity, and Speculation, where 
it is not proper; and none at all about Re- 
ligion, where it is proper! He cannot by 


any Means underſtand why Matters of the 


utmoft- Importance ſhould be treated with 


Loldneſs and Iridifference; and Matters 
6f little or none, with Fire and Vehemence. 


There are indeed more Ways than one 


öf anſwering the Enemys of God and 


Religion. There is the cool, and the 


* 


Warm; the D In and the 
part'y ſharp and ſevere. And both may 
de very right, according to the different 


4 


$ations, of the Perſons ſpeaking, or wris 
ting. For our Man of true Zeal, whom 
we are now deſcribing, i. e. of Zeal join d 
with found Judgment, does not think it i: 
| to be exerted by al} Perſons, and upbn al 


. y, how much Zeal is 
ſhewn by Some in difputing about Matters 


Tempers, and Talents, nay Characters, and 


Occas . 
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' Occaſions, ' when Religion is concern d; 


tho' it. generally may, and ought to be 
It is good indeed (as the - Apoſtle here 
ſpepks) to be always zealouſly affected; 
but it is not always proper. to expreſs it. 
In cloſe abſtract arguing it is better let 


alone: There let Reaſon only be heard; 


and the Paſſions, or Affections be wholly 
filent.. Yet even here He wiſhes that Al} 


who appear in the Cauſe of God, and Chri- 


ſtianity, would in ſome Part of the Debate, 


at leaſt, appear zealouſly affected towards 


both. To conclude; his Fire is not like 


That of a Furnace, but of the Sun; warm- 


ing, and enlivening, not noiſy, fierce, and 
furious; accompany d with Light, not with 
Smoke; the Light of Reaſon and Argu- 
ment, join'd. with the Heat of prudent, 
Judicious, juſtly temper'd Chriſtian Zeal, 
II. The Commendableneſs and Excel- 

lence of which is in the ſecond Place to be 
conſider d. It is good to be always thus 
zealouſly: affected. I do here acknowledge 
that as Some flatter their natural *Phlegm, 

or perhaps Cowardiſe, and call it Modera- 


tion; ſo Others flatter their Choler, or their 
ſanguine Complexion, their precipitate hot- 
headed Raſbneſs; and call it Zeal... But 


Theſe are out of the Queſtion; and no | 
more need be ſaid of them: We are 525 


ſpeaking of true Chriſtian Zeal, not of 
That Which is falſe and ſpurious. I ac- 
knowledge too with regard to Thoſe who, 


are 


Fr 17 T 
are cool, and T hoſe who are truly zea- | 
lous, Both in the ſame, and "that a good 
Cauſe; much muſt be aſcribed to' their dif- 
ferent natural Tempers, and Conſtituti- 
ons. The Former may have a ove in. 
ward Affection for the Cauſe : But there 
are Degrees of Affection; and it is not 5 
called Zeal, unleſs it expreſs itſelf out⸗ 
wardly with Earneſtneſs and Feryour.” If 
the Firſt-mention'd be right in their Ways 
let them not however cenſure, much leſs 
condemn the Latter, who may be right in 
theirs. too, For Teal in itfelf is 20 il} 
Thing; nay 'tis a good Thing, as the A- 
poſtle in my Text aſſures us: And the Rea- 
ſons of which I am now going to point at. 
It keeps the Man himſelf firm, And 


ſteddy; as a Ship is leſs likely to be di- 


verted from it's Courſe, when it is wafted' 
by a ſtrong Gale. It likewiſe raiſes and 
ſtirs up the Aﬀe&ions' of others. This 
Fire, like That which is literally ſuch, 
is apt to kindle a new Fire. And what an 
excellent Uſe is to be made of the Paſ- 
ſions," or Aﬀettions, properly moy'd, and 
rightly directed, No body that underſtands | 
human Nature wants to be inſorm'd. For. 
whatever ſome Men ſeem to think, our 


Faſſions, as well as our Reaſon, were not 


given us for nothing. The ſame God 
Who gave us the laft, gave us the firſt: 
And "He had a wiſe Delign in giving us 
both. If it be ſaid the Paſſions ought to 
0 - . "8: 
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be regulated by Reaſon; T not only grant 
it, but inſiſt upon it; But as the Faſſions 
ought to. be gorem d by Reaſon; ſo Rea, 
and Grace: And therefore that they ſhould 
be kept under due Regulation, is no more 
. an Argument againſt the Uſefulneſs of the 
ö — than it is againſt the Uſefulneſy 


1 


— AAA a 
The glorious Martyrs in the primitive 
Times bad never been Martyrs; if their 
Reaſon, had not been wing d by their 
Affections. For theſe things are very con- 
ſiſtent/; Our Affections may be warm, and 
yet our Reaſon undiſturb'd: The Heart 
may burn, and yet the Head may be cool. 
Then there is a ſurer Indication of Ho- 
 veſty, and Heartineſs in Zeal, than in its 
contrary... The cool Man may be ſincere ; 
hut the 7ruly Sealaus certainly is fo. _ 
Again; what, is. true Religious Zeal, 
according to the State of this Matter un- 
der my _fixſt Head, but an Expreſſion of the 
Laue of Gad? And is that a Fault® Is it not 
a good Thing £ The Seraphim," the higheſt, 
and moſt illuſtrious Order of, the bleſſed 
Angels in Heaven, take their Name from 
Ardor, or Fer vency, ſuppos' d to import a 
burning Devotion, and Zeal for God's Glory. 
Add to This, that the Quality we are 
ſpeak ing of is a certain Sign of true Chri- 
an Courage; ſince by it a Man ſhews that 
in any Times, in any Cimumſtances, in any 
— | Dan» 
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Honqur of his Creator and Rede which 


makes him look down with Contempt upon 


all the Wealth, Glories, and Advantages, 
that this wretched World can afford him. 


Again; Zeal does Honour to the Cauſe: of - 


God; Whereas it's contrary ſeems, at Ieaſt, 
to caſt a Slur upon it. Af, tho! we de- 
clare for it, we did not think it worth while 
to be much concern d abaut it. Is this right 


in orher Matters? If not; hx in Religion? 
Fiarther; The cold, 400 Iles are apt 
to be ſſou, dilatory, and. over deliberate: 


Timiae, gelideque, and Frigida bella — 7 
tera, are their Motto's: Andi they ate ſo 
very cautious, and wary, as to make all 


Wiſdom conſiſt in the Art and Profaund : 


' Myſtery of doing » . Whereas Leal is 
r enterpriſing, dilgeor, induſtrious; 


And. Activity in # good An, is a \good 
Thiog 


What has been urged. is 


veiy much 


firengthen'd. and confirm'd by the E 
Ft of the greateſt, and moſt;/illuſtrious, 


e wiſeſt, — the beſt of Men. The Teal 
of Phinohas. arreſted the divine — 
and in a Moment put a ſtop to a raging 
Peſtilence by which 24000 Perſons had pe- 


_ riſh'd. Then flood up Phinehas, and ane 


| Judgment or made an — (for the 
ord in the Original imports Both) and fo 
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. ſumed not 


1 4 


Tord pa unto | Moſes, ſaying i Phinthigs 


the Son of Elea ger, the Sou of Aaron the 


Prie W hath turned away my Wrath from 
#he Children of Iſrael ( while he was Sen- 
Jous for my ſake among them) that I ton. 
The Children o Tfrael in my 
Jealouſy. © Wherefore behold ] give uni 
im my Covenant of Peace. And he foall 
have it, and bis Seed after him, even the 
Covenant of "an everlaſting Prieſthood; 
becauſe he was Stealous for bis God, and 


mude an Arronement for the Children 
of frael. Numb. xxv. 10, 11, 12, 13. 
This, one would think, is a 'bigh En- 
comium from God himſelf, of a Quality 
Which by ſome Men is to mach deery'd 
| and diſcountenanc d. 


This again f us that Leal | is no 
where more commendable than in the Ex- 


 erntion of Judgment and Juſtice. The 


lar Rechne ef theſe ſolemn and awful 
Seaſons, all the Nation over, are Proofs 


that Jod ment and Juſtice are executed 
by our ſuperror Magiſtrates, the Judges 
of our Land; it would be well, if'a// in- 


rior ones wad follow their Example: 


Af they did; many Plague, would teaſe; 


which now are ſo rife and epidemical a- 
mong us. And here it is to be obſerved, 


that thoſe are miſtaken, who think Phi 
nebas was ſo in his Teal; as if, tho“ right 


in his Intention, he were wrong in his 


: Wererdins: He having had, as they er- 
384 15 roneouſiy 
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ay 


roncouſly. imagine, no Authority to act as he 
did. For Moſes (by the Command of God 
himſelf, ver, 4). had given him Authority, 


ver. 5. And Moſes ſaid. unto the Judges of 


* 


| Ifraet (of whom we may well ſuppoſe. ſo 
great a Man as Phinehas, the Son of Elea. 
Sar, the Son of Aaron the Prieſt, was one) 
ſlay ye every one his Men that were join d 
unto Baal-'Peor. There was not Time in. 
| deed for a formal Trial, a ſolemn judicial 
Hearing of the Cauſe: Nor was there any 
Occaſion for it, nor even Poſlibility of it; 
the Notoriety of the Fact, and the preſſing 


' Neceſſity being ſuch as it v ass. 
But to proceed with our Examples. Moſes, 
tho' the meekeſt Man upon Earth, was full 
of Zeal, as well as of Meekneſs and Wiſdom. 
His Expreſſions of Grief for the Sins of the 
People, and the Diſhonour, of God, are nu- 
merous, and pathetical, And no leſs upon 
the ſame Account was his Anger. And Mo- 

ſes was wroth with the Officers, Kc. Numb, 
xxxi. 14. And Moſes was very wroth, and 

{aid unto the Lord, Reſpeft not thou 
their Offering: I have not taken one Ae 
from them; neither have I hurt any one of 
them. Numb. xvi. 15. And Moſes Anger. 

. wax'd hot; and be caſt the two Tables out, ' 

of his Hand, and brake them beneath the 
Mount. Exod. xxxii. 19. He did ſo, Zelo. 

adverſus publicam impietatem, lays a learns, 

ed Commentator upon the Place. Here 7 
may obſerve that not ouly ſome. Degree of- - . 
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—_ of that : Vetter Now the 4 


Moſes was very Meet, above all the Men 
n- were 7 


upon the Face of the 2 | 
Numb. xii. 3. And yet we fee what An 


and Indignation he ſometimes expre Ty 


Nay once they ſo provoked his Spirit, that 


He poke unaduiſedly with bis Lips. Pf. 


evi. 33. It was upon the Occaſion of the 
People's murmuring for want of Water, 
Numb. xx. When in ſtriking the Rock, he 


_ Gays; Hear now, ye Rebels 7 muſt we fetch 


you: Water out of this Rock? ver. 11. * es 
Paſſion of his (ſays Dr. Hammond upon the 
place) was itſclfa Fault, and diſturb'd him . 


- to that He could not diſcharge the Duty 


meumbent upon him from God, in that 


Manner heoughtto have done; Se. Which 
may ſerve to take off ſomewhat from the 
Severity of thoſe ſolemn Cenſors who ſo 
| magitcrially Judge and condemn a Zealous 
- Chriſtian (a much better Chriſtian perhaps 
.- than themſelves, and, for all their for: 
mal; and ſtiff Behavibur; a much wiſer Man 


too) condemn him I ſay, becauſe he has 


dy the Feryour of his Spirit for the Glory' | 
of God been throw n into ſome little Inde- 
cencys, or Indiſcretions, in Words, or Ac-" 
tions, or Both. Thee, undoubtedly, are 
not to de h W ate at leuft 


\ 
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L 
as  excuſable, as the Indolence, and Coldneſs, 
and doing nothing (to ſay no worſe) of th. 


ſolemn Cenſors aforeſaid. Moſes, the "moſt 
honour'd of mere Mortals, to whom 7he 


Ce 


Lord ſpake face to face, as a Man ſpea tet h 


to his Friend, Exod, xxxiii. 11. Moſes, ſo 


illuſtrious a Prince, Captain, Stateſman, 
Legiſlator, and Judge, was by his Zeal 


drawn into an intemperate Paſſion; but, 
notwithſtanding That, He was, upon the 


whole, (and is, in Scripture, all along re- 


preſented as ſuch) a moſt extraordinar 

erſon, one of the wiſeſt, greateſt, and beſt 
of Men. That I do not by this intend to 
Hatter our Man of Teal in his Infirmitys, 
Faults, and much leſs Sins, may be ga- 
ther'd partly from what I have even now 
hinted, and partly from what ſhall more 
largely be diſcourled hereafter. 
If any one could be more renown'd & 
Zeal than Moſes ; it was Elias : The great 
Prophet. Elijah, who upon this Sabje&t 
ought to be more than once, or twice men- 
tion'd, Elias Prophetarim nobiliſi mus, 


qui pro Dei gloria magno ZLelo ductus fult, 


lays a lcarned Expoſitor : $6 Elijab the 
« moſt renoun'd of the Prophets, who 
« was led by a mighty Zeal for the Glory 


« of God”. © He thought it no Impeach- 


mente of bis Wiſdom to burn and flame 
with holy Ardor and Vehemence, through 


the whole Courſe and Tenour of his Words, 


Jed. Aﬀions eſpecially. whenever he met 
| 8 with 
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with any Oppoſition from the Enemys of 

God. I need not mention Particulars: His 
Fiſtory almoſt every where ſhews it. And 


what was the End of This Zealous Pro- 
phet ? Why he came to 10 End at all; in 


the Senſe of the Word here meant. He 


was exempt from the common Lot of 

Mankind, ſo as not to taſte of Death: His 

Manner of leaving the World being agree- 
able to That of his living, and converſing 
in it. And it came to paſs, as they ſtill 
went on, and talked, (He and Eliſha) that 

behold there a — a Chariot of Fire, 
and Horſes of Fire, and parted them both 
aſunder ; and Elijah went up by a Whirt- 
wind into Heaven. 2 Kings ii. 11. 
Me have ſeen the Examples of Moſes, 
and Elias; (who, by the Way, had the 
Honour to be the only Perſons that ap- 
pear'd in Glory with the Son of God at his 
Transfiguration upon the Mount :) Let us 
now conſider that of our Bleſſed Saviour 


Himſclf. He, as Man, having the ſame | 


Paſſions and Affections with other Men, 
. expreſſed a mighty Zeal upon all proper 
Occaſions, He look'd about on them with 
Anger, being grieved at the Hardneſs of 
their Hearts, Mark. iii. 5. He made a 
Scourge of (mall Cords, and drove the pro- 
fane Money-changers out of the Temple. 
And his Diſciples remembered that it was 
written, The Zeal of thine Houſe ' hath 
eaten me up. Joh. ii. 17. The Place re- 
8 FE ferred 


| Have been a good Thing. Grotizs, upon 
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1 
ferred to is Pſal. lxix. 11. Where we may 
obſerve, in paſſing, that it is written in | 
another Pſalm, the cxixth at yer. 139th, - + 
My Zeal hath conſumed me; becauſe mine 
Enemys have forgotten thy Words. How 
the bleſſed Apoſtles imitated their Lord and 
Maſter in this, as well as in other Reſpects, 
it is needleſs, and would be endleſs to ſhew 
you: I only deſire it may be taken Notice 
what a Spirit of 'Zeal breathes through the 
Writings of the great Apoſtle St. Paul in 
particular. „ 
Who ſpeaking againſt falſe Leal in the 
famous Text above cited, manifeſtly com- 
mends true. 1 bear them record, ſays He, 
that they have a Zeal of God; but not ac- 
cording to Knowledge. Rom. x. 2. I bear 
Them record: i. e. 7 confeſs, I muſt needs 
ſay; or rather, This 1 . ſay for them, 
or in their behalf; that they have a Leal 
of God: But the Miſchief is, it is not ac- 
_ cording to Knowledge. So that if their Zeal 
had been according to Knowledge ; it would 


That Expreſſion J bear them record, has 
theſe Words; Dicitur de its qui teſtimont- 

um prebent quod alteri profit. It is ſpok- 

en of thoſe who bear a Teſtimony which 
may be of Advantage to another. And to 
Juſtify This Interpretation, he alledges ſe- 
veral other Places of Scripture in which the - _ 

ſame Expreſſion is uſed. So that This oy | 
Text, which is fo frequently urged to diſ- 
N 7 
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credit Religious Zeal is plainly in it's Fa- 


our, and to it's Honour. + - 18 
Which is the more carefully to be noted, 
inaſmuch as all the Arguments and Objec- 
tions againft it proceed upon the unreaſon- 
able Principle of confounding true Zeal 
with falſe: As I obſerved in the Beginning 
of this Difcourfe. Does it follow that be- 
cauſe ſome People are zealouſly in the 
Wrong; therefore we ſhould got be zea- 
loufly in the Right? The contrary, one 
would imagine, ſhould be a jufter Conſe- 
quence, Nay a Man may bew true Zeal 
in avoiding and oppoſing falſe ; as every 
one muſt know that inis to any Purpoſe. 
But till the ſolemn Decry er of Zeal will 
tell you, He loves a wife Man. And ſo do 
1 too; and fo, tis to be hoped, does every 
body elſe. For who was ever Fool e- 
nougzh to argue in Praiſe of Folly, or in Diſ- 
praiſe of Wiſdom ? Serionſly, I mean ; tho” 
, Eraſmus has ingeniouſly done it in Jeſt, and 
by Way of Irony, in a ſevere Satyr upon 
the Follys and Vices of Mankind. But 
the Queſtion is, What zs a wiſe Man? Be- 
ſides that Chriſtian Wiſdom is widely diffe- 
rent from Worldly Wiſdom; the cool Man 
may have no Wiſdom at all, and the zealous 
one may have a great deal. I own, even a 
Right Zeal, right in the Main, a Leal ac- 
Eording to Knowledge, may, for Want of 
being duly regulated, do Hurt; as it is 
not uncommon for a bad Quality to be 
4 grafted 


- 
-_ 


— 


"fe 1 


oraſted upon a-good one; and for a Tem- 
per or Diſpofition, commendable in itſelf, 
to draw us into Irregularities, and Incon- 
veniencies. Conſequently a Man of | this 
Fire and Vivacity muft be upon his Guard, 
more than others. But then if he keep clear 


of all Indiſcretions, and Miſad ventures; he 
is certainly more to be efteem'd than your 


cold wiſe Man, as He is call'd; who, at 
beſt, is only wiſe, but not zealous : Where- 
as the Former has as much Wiſdom as He, 

and has Zeal befides, which the other has 
not. He has even more Wiſdom ; For he 


news very much in managing, and govern- 
ing his Zeal itſelf. Nay farther; ſup- 


poſe he ſhould fall into ſon little Errors, 
and Indecencys, by Reaſon of that Quality: 
not ſo well govern'd as it ſhould be; He 


is, however, upon the Whole, more to be 


valued, than One who has none at all of it; 
who commits no Faults of that Nature, be- 
cauſe he does nothing, or next to nothing. 


Fey noble, generous, and worthy Actions 
have been perform'd by ſach Men: There 


muſt be Spirit, as well as Judgment, to do 


great, and eminently good Things. Tis 


Here, as tis in Writing; eſpecially in one 


Kind of it according to that — of Him 
who beſt underſtood back 


Fer pit humi tutus 3 3 


He who is timerous, or over-cautious, will 
grovel RO the: Ground; he may indeed | 


be. 


L 22 8 
be What he calls ſafe; but 700 ſafe to ar- 
rive at any. Excellence. That Sort of Com- 
poſition muſt be enliven'd with Fire, and 
Energy.; nay with a certain Fury and En- 
thuſiaſm, yet temper'd with the cooleſt, 
moſt ſedate, and ſolid Judgment. And how 
difficult, and glorious that is, in Mriting of 
any Kind, or in Speaking, or in Acting and 
Doing, is well known to all Perſons o good 
| Senſe, and of true Taſte. However, tho* 
our Man of Zeal would be much more par- 
donable, ſhould he be guilty of ſome ſplen- 
did Faults, than he who has not Genius, 
and Spirit enough to be guilty of any ſuch; - 
yet ftill Faults they are: And the fewer of 
them, the 1 And ſo 1 proceed, in 
the third, and laſt Place, to ſhew . - 
III. By what Rules even true Leal is to 
be copulated ; that it may not ſeem to de- 
generate into falſe. I ſay ſeem to degene- 
rate: For if Zeal has the true Object; i. e. 
God, and the Religion revealed, and inſti- 
tated by him; it muſt itſelf be true, tho! 
perhaps it may not be in all Reſpects right: 
As it is not, if it be not duly regulated. 
And if it be not duly regulated; it ſeems 
to degenerate into, or to be like, and re- 
ſemble, falſe Zeal; (which has for its Ob- 
j el a falſe God, or A falſe Religion, or ſome 
groſs Error in Religion :) That being ſel- 
dom, or never, duly regulated. 'That the 
„ Gould be fl, I mean that falſe Zeal 
| . be ſeldom, or never, lr regulated, 
is a 
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1s highly probable i in Reaſon ; and that, ge- | 


nerally at leaft, it 1s not duly regulated, is 
certain in Fatt. The latter I ſhall take 


Notice of preſently, under the Rules and Di- 


rections I ſhall lay down. For while we are 


laying down Rules, by the Obſervance of 


which true Zeal will not ſeem to degenerate 
into falſe; it will be proper to ſhew how 
falſe Zeal has in Fact tranſgreſs'd them. 

As to the former, vi⁊. that in Point of Rea- 
ſion a falſe Leal is not like to be regular in 
the Actions which iſſue from it; if any Paſ- 
ſion, or Affection, or any other Quality, 


be wrong; it rarely W that any Thing 
following from it is right. The Reaſon is, 
one Error is apt to draw on another: And 


if the Object, which is the Point in View, 
be wrong; the Affections directed towards 
it, and the Actions conſequent of them are 


like to be ſo too. T his, I confeſs, may not 


certainly anſwer in all Inſtances: However, 


as to the particular one now before us; if | 


a falſe God, a falſe Religion, or ſome groſa 
Error in a Profeſſor of the true Religion, 


be the Object of it; what can in Reaſon be 
expected but all Manner of Miſconduct and 


Irregularity ? If the Man be zealous for a 
falfe God, i. e. a Devil; that falſe God will 
be ſure to ill him with miſchievous Thoughts, 


and probably tranſport him into Rage, and 


Frenzy. If he be zealous for a falſe Religion, 
ſuch as Popery (tho? no more than an Adul- 


teration of the true, which, however, God 


knows, 


141 


knows; is bad h) that Religion will | 


make him ad with ury, upon es 00 falſe 
Principles with which it inſpires him. Then 
the Grace of God is not likely to guide a 
falſe Zeal, as it is to guide a true one. 
Not but chat, after all, the latter has need 
of being regulated ; and he who has i it ought 
to pray for God's Grace, and uſe great Care 
and Diligence, in order to ſuch Regulation. 


Which brings me directly to the Rules 1 


would lay down; and the Firſt is This. 


To be upon our Guard, that we neither - 


do, nor ſpeak any Thing comtrary to De- 
cency, and good Manners ; or what is called 
Breeding, according to the Cuſtom of 

The Country in which we are born and edu- 
cated. If we be not watchful here; a lau- 
dable Warmth will betray us into Viru- 
lence; and a juſt Indignation into a rude 
 £Inveftive. To be ſbarp and ſevere is one 

+ Thing; to be ſour, or bitter is another: 

And Salt may. be very proper, when Gall 
is not ſo. Such a Behaviour as this will 
ever be ſhocking, and diſguſtful : It will 
often do Miſchief; and always, at beſt, do 
no . Nor can it, upon Chriſtian Prin- 
ciples, be juſtiſy d even in the beſt Cauſe, 
and 3 the worſt. The great Arch- 
angel Michael, when diſputing with the De- 
vil himſelf, would not bring gain om 4 


railing Accuſation. 
But then let it be remember d, chat every 


Thing is not Rall which is call d io. It 
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is common in Diſputes for thoſe who have 


nor hing elſe to ſay, to charge their Adver- 


ſaries with Railing; when, in Truth, they 
are highly guilty of it themſelves; and 
thoſe whom they accuſe are altogether in- 


nocent. If you ask, who ſhall be Judge 


between them, what really deſerves that 
Name, what is Railing, and what is Not; 


I anſwer, the Standers-by, the Spectators, 
Hearers, or Readers, muſt judge as well as 
they can; but then let them beware of 


Prejudice, and be ſure they judge righteous 


agment. But we ſhall of Courſe give an 


Idea of its Nature; by mentioning ſome 


few Inſtances of it, out of many, with which 


a falſe and miſguided Zeal has abundantly 
farniſh'd' us. The innumerable Scurrilities 


which have been thrown out by the furjous 
Zealots of the ſeveral Proteſtant Factions, 
ſeparating from our'eſtabliſh'd Communion, 


are well known to the World. 'The Biſhops 


have had ſuch vile Names beſtow'd upon 
them, as it is not decent to repeat in 


this Place, and before this venerable Audi- 
| ence, The Clergy in general have been 
| Rid Prieſts of Baal; and the Church it- 

ſelf the Synagogue of Satan. Little leſs 
ſceurrilous have been ſom̃e Popiſ Writers 


againſt us; of late eſpecially ; tho' many of 


them, 1 confeſs, formerly, have behayed 
with Civility and Temper. The fame can 
be ſaid of very few, ſcarce any, of our Pro- 
teſtant Adverſaries; to their Shame be it 


E ſpoken. 


[46 ] 
ſpoken. If theſe Men have loaded us with 
10 much ill Language, chiefly upon Pre- 
tence of our being Popiſhly affected (the 
moſt ſenſeleſs and impudent Scandal that 
ever was heard of) the Papiſts themſelves, 
we muſt think, haye had their Share of it 
from them. Tho „in Truth, not ſo great 
a one, as We; ; againſt whom their Arrows, 
even bitter Wards, have been keener than 
| againft thoſe our common Enemies. Sure 
J am, they have all along been doing the 
Papiſts Buſineſs for them; by cauſeleſsly 
dividing Proteſtants among themſelves, and 
weakening the Church of England; which 
is, and ſince the Reformation ever has been, 
the ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Popery in all 
Chriſtendom : And for the Truth of that 
Aſſertion to all Chriſtendom I appeal. 
Nor have all both Writers, and Others, 
of our own Communion, been free from 


Blame in this Reſpe& : Their Zeal, tho' 


true, and according to Knowledge, having, 
for Want of being rightly regulated, tranſ- 
ported them into the Error and Fault of 
which I am ſpeaking. In Controverſies 
with the Papiſts, for Inſtance, - (in former 
Times, I mean, for of late Years we have 
had no ſuch Language) Antichriſt, the ſcar- 


let Whore, the Il hore of Babylon, &c. arc 
Expreſſions not very conſiſtent either with 
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. -. Civility, and good Manners, or with the 
Charity of a good Chriſtian. * Indecd if a 

| Writer, living and rehding among ourſelves, 
= 
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protected by our Government, unmoleſted 
in his Perſon, tho' every Day obnoxious to 
our Laws, ſhall with the moſt bitter and 
malicious Invectives, with the utmoſt In- 
ſolence and Contempt, defame, and vilify 


our whole Church, our Biſhops and Clergy 
in general, and ſome particular ones by 


Name, himſelf skulking | in his Covert, and 


pelting us from it, without a Name; he 
ought to be chaſtiſed with the greateſt Sharp- 
neſs; and no Language can be too rough 
and ſeyere for him: Except ſuch as no 
Uſage, tho' never fo bad, and no Cauſe, 
tho' never ſo good can juſtify. For ſuch 


there is; as we have ſeen above. 


I had almoſt forgot to obſerve, that no 


falſe Teal is more abuſive, than that of our 


modern Infidels on the one Hand, and our 
modern Enthuſiaſts, pretending to be the 
only true Believers, on the other. Chriſtia- 


mit ty, and Chriſtians by the Former, and 


our eftabliſh'd Church, and Clergy by Both, 


being outraged with ſach Virulence and 


Malice, ſuch Inſolence, and Contempt, as 
was never heard of before; ; and would not 
be endured by any Chriſtian Nation under 
Heaven, but this in which we live. 

2. The next Rule is to avoid all imma 
derate, or intemperate Paſſion conſider d 


barely in itſelf, and tho' it ſtand clear of 


bitter Revilings, and the other Indecencies 


mention'd under the foregoing Particular. 


For it is in and * itſelf ſufficiently inde- 
1 cent; 


- 


2 = 5 an. 
cent; and ſomething worſe, If ſome De- 
gree of Anger be not (as indeed it is not) 
inconſiſtent with the Vertue of Meekneſs; 
exceſſive outragious Anger certainly is; be 

the Object, or Occaſion of it what it will: 
Some Emotion in the Affections, and in the 
Blood and Spirits is both becoming, and 
uſeful; but Rage and Fury is neither. 
The good Chriſtian may have, and ſhould 
have, ſome Warmth, and even Heat; but 
not be like a Red-hot Iron, hiſſing, and 
ſparkling from the Forge, and dropping 
Fire wherever it reaches. A brisk Gale at 
Sea is one Thing; but a Storm is another. 
This Exceſs may accidentally proceed from 
a true Zeal ; but it is not ſo itſelf, it is a 
fault, and a great one too. It is not the 
Seal of God, but the Wrath of Man; and 
the Wrath of Man worketh not the rightes 
01 7: of God. James i. 20. This is not 
the Spirit of Chriſtianity ; but reflects Diſ- 
honour upon it. Let falſe Zealots be like 
razing Waves of the Sea, foaming out their 
own Shame, as St. Jude ſpeaks; but let 
the truly zealous Chriſtian carefully avoid 
theſe Exorbitancies; into which, it muſt be 
ever remember'd, even his true Zeal, his 
Zcal according to Knowledge, will be in 
Hanger of betraying him. Let Popery, and 
Proteſtant Enthuſiaſm, Infidelity, and A- 
theiſm, all leagu'd againſt Chriſtianity in 
general, and the Church of England in par- 
ticular, rage like a poſſeſs d Pythoniſs; but 


"+1 


let every good Chriſtian know, and conſider 


za hat Manner of Spirit he is of ; which is 
not ſuch a Manner of Spirit as That. 

3. It will greatly contribute to the 
Regulation of true Zeal, that he Who has 
it do not value himſelf upon it; or think 
himſelf upon the Account of his Zeal to be 
a better Man, and Chriſtian, than he really + 
is. And of this there is great Danger: The 
more ſprightly Men are, (and ſuch generally 
are the zealous) the more apt they are to 
be airy, and vain, confident, and preſump- 
tuous, Such a one is Prone to flatter him 
ſelf. What can be more glorious (ſays he) 
than a mighty Concern ſor the Glory of 
God? And what can be a better Principle, 
than the Love of God, from which it pro- 
ceeds? Moreover, Teal is attended with 
Show, and Sound; and ftrikes with Force 
and Energy: From all which Circumſtan- 
ces the Man is in Danger of. being drawn 
into Spiritual Pride: With which falſe 
Zealots in Religion, among Chriſtians, have 
been ever found to be ſwoln, and tranſpor- 
ted. And that again ſwells and inflames 
the Paſſions ; and drives Men into all man- 
ner of Extravagance. Now to prevent theſe 
Miſchiefs, let it be carefully conſider'd, 
that a Perſon may be very zealous, with 


true Chriſtian Zeal according to Knows 


| ledge; and after all be very wicked. Such 
a Leal indeed is a Conſequent of the Love 
of Fan And the en of God truly and 


thoroughly | 
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thoroughly ſach, includes all Chriſtian Ver- 
tue and Goodneſs; | becauſe he who loves 
him truly, and thoroughly, and as he ought 
to do, will, and muſt keep all his Com- 
mandments. But then a Man may love 
God in ſome Meaſure ; and yet not ſo much 


as he ſhould. He may love him in a con- 
flitutional Way, if T may fo ſpeak; by his 


natural Diſpoſition, and Temper, and that 
too ſeconded, by his Reaſon and Judgment, 


by his Will, and Affections; ſo as to have 

2 Zeal for bis Glory and Service, and hate 
to ſee, or hear, any Thing that tends to 
the Diſhonour of him, and his Religion. 
| Yet all this while he may do many 1ll 


Things: He may even habitually be guilty 
of one, or more grievous Sins; tho' he com- 
mits them with much Struggle and Reluc- 


tance, his good Inclinations drawing him, 


tho not ſtrongly enough, the quite contrary | 


Way. In ſhort; he may love God pretty 
much, (enough to be zealous for him) and 


vet love the World more: He may in ſome 
Degree love God; and yet be a Lover of 
Pleaſure more than a Lover of God, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Tim. iii. 4. And the Caſe 
being thus, ſhall his Zeal ſave him? No 
more thana barren Faith, a Faith not fruit- 


ful of good Works will ſave him, James ii. 


14. Zeal indeed is one good Quality; but 


it is not all good Qualities. And he who 


thinks it is, or acts as if he thought it were, 
wil find, unleſs a timely Repentance inter- 
3 DES pole, 


poſe, that the Fire of Zeal in this World 
(if that be all) will not exempt a Man from 
the Fire of Hell in the Next. Mp 
But then, on the other Hand, that we 
may return to the main Scope of our Sub- 
ject, and ſo conclude; let us always remem- 
ber that true Zeal truly regulated, is com- 
mendable, and Praiſe-worthy ; as we have 
fully proved. And thoſe who leſſen and 
depreciate, much more thoſe who traduce 
and calumniate it, do ſo upon a great Mif- 
take, or with a very ill Deſign. Theſe laſt 
muſt mean to introduce an univerſal Cold- 
neſs, or Lukewarmneſs, a Kind of Neu- 
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trality, in the great Concerns of Reli- 


gion. And conſidering how much Zeal 
there is againſt it in theſe evil, and dange- 
rous Days; if all the Zeal be on one, and 
that the wrong Side, and none at all on the 
other; it is eaſy to diſcern what is like to 
be the Conſequence. At beſt, there is not 
half ſo much of it in good Men for their 
Cauſe, as in bad Men for theirs. The Chil- 
dren of this World are in their Generation. 
more zealous, as well as wiſer than the 
Children o Light. For they, it ſeems, 

think Wiſdom-and Zeal very conſiſtent W ith | 
each other; and . 
. Fas eſt & ab hoſte Þ 

L et us fo far grow wiſe even by the Ex- 
ample of our Enemies, The Fury and In- 
ſolence of which Enemies, Enemies to good 
Men, to God, and Goodneſs, ſhould, one 
would | 
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and our Zeal * by an 
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Would chink; more than eyer: rouſe the 
Teal of all who have any; and even Ein- 
dle ſome i in thoſe who- are hearty, 7 "ind in- 


eefe; tio they had never any Velber He 
farely muſt be dead in his Affections, who 


© does 3 NG take the Alarm; when Satan's 


Bangets. are publickly difplay-d, the Ma 


Jelty of Heaven inſulted, and a Kind 0 E 


open War declared againſt the Almighty. 


But I wave this ſad Subject at preſent; eſ- 


. conſidering that we are like to have | 
pportunities more than enough of reſuming 
it. In the mean while, I defire it may be 


conſidered, that tho the Perſormance of our 


Duty as to the Matter be the main, or 


chief Point; yet the Manner of doing it is 

à very conſiderable Circumſtance. Whether 
that Manner be right, or wrong, is indeed 
the Queſtion; and I hope I have in ſome 
"Meaſure ſhewn how that Queſtion is to be 


reſolv d. God grant that, in doing our Duty, 
our Prudence may be animated with Teal; 


